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Chairman's Column

Welcome once again to the "Euxton
Web" which details news and events
in and around Euxton.

The June 2016 issue has an article

| Wednesday 11th May, regarding the
| "Safeguarded Land" within the
boundaries of Pear Tree Lane.
School Lane and The Cherries.

The meeting was called by concerned local residents
after the "Consultation" held by Gladman Developers in
the Community Centre in April.

There is also information reference the work Network
Rail will shortly be carrying out in regards to the
"flooding" Euxton Lane has suffered from over the past
few years. The work should hopefully commence end of
July and could well take a minimum of at least 12 weeks.

Good news as "Euxton Library" has been saved and will
become a "Neighbourhood Centre", no details are
available at present regarding this new role for the
Library but once EPC has these they will of course be in
the Euxton Web, plus the Web Site, Facebook etc.

Parish Councillor John Prayle has recently "stood down"
from the Council, both my thanks and the Councils' go to
John for his participation during the past years.

Last but not least the Euxton Gala takes place on
Saturday 2nd July, EPC will have a stall and Councillors
look forward to meeting Residents able to attend.

Details of all EPC meetings, Full and Committees are
displayed on the 8 Notice boards around Euxton plus the
Web Site, please come along.

Councillor Katrina Reed
Chairman

Annual Council Meeting

The Annual meeting of the Council took place on the 19th
May whereupon Councillor Katrina Reed was elected to
continue as the Chairman for the ensuing year.

Katrina will again be ably assisted by Councillor John Bamber
as the Council's Vice Chairman.
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Network Rail works to stop the
flooding closure of Euxton Lane and
School Lane

First the good news! In July Network Rail will start
work to build a new pipeline to replace the old,
broken one that has been the cause of flooding in
Euxton Lane and School Lane many times before
and, worst of all, in this last winter. This will solve
the problem once and for all.

And so to the bad news! Throughout the works,
expected to be on site from middle of July for
about twelve weeks, both Euxton Lane and School
Lane will be closed to traffic at the rail bridges. It
certainly makes you wonder if the solution isn't
worse than the problem that gave rise to it. But
the work needs doing. Euxton can't go on losing
one of its most important roads and another
locally important one every time it rains very long
and hard and, sooner or later, something was
going to happen that would cause even more
problems for the village and precipitate the need
for these works. The Parish Council and others
pressed for these works to be done and are
pleased that Network Rail has bit the bullet and is
going to get on with them.

Continued on page 2
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Network Rail

works... continued

Members of the Parish
Council have met with
Network Rail to discuss
these works. We were
obviously concerned
about the long term road
closures and about Photo of Network Rail representatives and
Network Rail proposals Parish Councillors meeting

for a site compound off Wigan Road alongside Chapel Brook, in
the dip to the south of the Parish Church. We questioned
Network Rail on these matters and reluctantly had to accept that
what was proposed was necessary if the works were to succeed.
Network Rail, using a modern and specialist technique, are to
install a new pipe, at some considerable depth (for example the
pipe goes under a sewer in School Lane), from near Euxton Lane
to Chapel Brook, in railway land and alongside the railway line.

So, for this long period, partly in school holidays but partly in term
time, Euxton will have to live with these two roads closed to
through traffic. Residents will remember that closure of Euxton
Lane last winter caused many problems for the village not least
through the use of minor roads as alternatives, primarily School
Lane but also Pear Tree Lane, Whinney Lane and Washington
Lane. The signed diversions, on main roads, were, in the Council's
view, badly signed and although they did not use minor roads,
contained no measures to discourage their use.

The Council has secured the following promises from Network
Rail:

1) Euxton Lane and School Lane will only be closed to traffic
under the bridges and for a minimal necessary distance beyond.
It will be possible to access all properties on, or served by the two
roads, but only from one end. There will be no through traffic.

2) a footpath connection will be retained through the bridges. So
pedestrians, including pupils going to and from the various
schools, will be able to follow their normal routes

The Council has also pressed both Network Rail and Lancashire
County Council (who will have to agree all the proposed road
closures, diversion routes, traffic signing etc) to ensure that the
signing is of a much better order than last winter and that
measures are taken to discourage the use of minor roads by
traffic ignoring the signed diversion and looking for alternatives.

In one respect, the closure of School Lane as well as Euxton Lane
is advantageous in that School Lane will not, this time, be the
alternative route that many motorists use when ignoring the
signed diversions. This will prevent the much too high volumes of
traffic from using School Lane and conflicting with the many
pedestrians who also use it. However, there the advantage ends,
if traffic insists on diverting off Euxton Lane and on to Pear Tree
Lane only to find that School Lane is closed. Where does it go
then - turn around in a narrow country lane or find a way along
Pear Tree Lane to Washington Lane. The prospect of too many
vehicles meeting on the bad bends along Pear Tree Lane is
worrying.

The Parish Council will be watching the works for you as they
progress and will contact Network Rail and/or Lancashire County
Council if necessary. No matter how well Network Rail conduct
the works, this will be a difficult time for the village. Can we ask
you to be patient, follow the signed diversion routes, do not use
the minor lanes and help each other find ways around the
difficulties that will inevitably arise.

Councillor Mervyn Thornhill

Parish Council Vacancy

At the May meeting of the Council it was
reported that John Prayle had resigned from the
Council. The Council thanked John for over five
years of volunteer service on the Parish Council,
first coming on the Council in February 2011.

This resignation leaves a casual vacancy on the
Council which the Election Officer at the
borough council will advertise in the ward, so
residents are given the option of exercising their
rights to call for a by election.

If a by election is not called within the
timescales, the Parish Council can fill the
vacancy by co-option and applications from
interested residents will be invited through
notices on the noticeboards and on the
Council's website.

Volunteering Days

Following on from the huge success of the litter
picks that Euxton Parish Council organised back
in March, new dates have been confirmed for
more litter picks in the coming months.

Each event starts at 10.30am and we are
meeting at Tesco Buckshaw Village car park. The
events are being led by Clir Aidy Riggott and all
equipment will be provided.

Saturday 25th June
Saturday 23rd July
Saturday 20th August
Saturday 17th September
| would like to thank everybody who helped out

last time at both the events and | would like to
invite you to join us on the dates above.

The Guides have also got involved, see page 8.

ClIr Aidy Riggott
Chairman All Purposes Committee

The two photos are of the two 'Clean for the Queen' events in March


































