guixton

Chairman's Column
o R YO Welcome once again to
the March 2017 Issue of

= +At the January Full Council

’f‘% meeting a new Councillor

Icongratulations to Neil and
Ha warm welcome from all

s Ar= 8 Jthe Parish  Councillors.
However as we welcome Neil we have to say
thank you and goodbye to Mark Parr who
resigned at the beginning of the year. This now
means that there is a further vacancy on the
Parish Council so if anyone is interested please
see the website or contact our Clerk who will
help you through the process of applying (see

page 2).
A good turnout for the singing round the

Christmas tree and a most enjoyable mince pie
and hot drink was enjoyed by all (photos page 2).

| was invited by Kath and the Euxton Library staff
to attend the informal Christmas singing by the

pupils of Euxton C of E, St. Marys and Primrose 4

Hill School, again these were well attended and
the singing was wonderful, thank you Kath for
the invite and to all the children, teachers and
helpers.

Euxton Lane was opened at the end of January,
all work completed , thank you for your patience
whilst this was going on.

Lots of news and pictures inside including an
article regarding
new group led by Parish Councillor Mark Jarnell,

training in the use of the defibrillators which EPC |

has provided around the Euxton area and of
course the Litter Picks.

Hope to see you at one or all of the events and ”

of course at the monthly meetings.
Councillor Katrina Reed
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New projects and future proofing

Euxton Council confirmed its budget for the coming financial
year, beginning April 2017 running through to March 2018.

Less than £3

The Parish Council tax element for an average
band D household will be £35.14, which is a| per month

rise, in contrast to each of the last seven | for all the Parish
years, which had all been reduced. Council services

In the coming financial year the Council has a number of exciting
plans to improve and enhance amenities in the village including
the pond project on the Millennium Green which Clir Thornhill
updates on page 2, the delivery of the bowling green project for
the village, the replacement of Greenside play area equipment,
and a budget for any future service provision it may have to
consider providing, if they become threatened - one such project
is around protecting our library, see page 4.

A summary of the 2017/2018 budget can be found on page 5,
but if you have any detailed questions please contact the Clerk.

Debra Platt, Clerk

Life Saving Equipment now in Euxton...

| reported in the last two newsletters on the Councils project to
provide life saving Defibrillator units in the village, and now the
project is nearly complete.

T . Public access units have been
\ installed at the Library, Euxton
PC Community Centre, Euxton
Villa FC entrance gate and
portable units at Euxton St
Mary's Church (see photo page
4) and at Euxton Cricket Club.

The final installation is now
complete, adjacent the skate
park facility on Southport Road.

At a recent committee meeting
a final unit was ordered, which
is a training unit to be used by
Clir Jarnell to train residents in
g | the use of the AED units (see
page 3 for free training places).

Get in touch if you have ideas
for an AED locations.

Councillor Aidy Riggott

Chairman Chairman, All Purposes Committee
e Attend the Euxton ¥ B R
F % first Euxton Free AED &4,/ Open T p SOV
Ly &l ibrary Friends and CPR == cardens ||B 00 | to Join
meeting - training - details || s mebatl¥ 1in on
"become an ELF' see page 3 on page 7 ] edenproject B 08 page7

- see page 3
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Page 2 will benefit wildlife, with woodpeckers and nuthatches

. . . being possible users.
Millennium Green improvements

Work on upgrading the perimeter path and
construction of the new path across the Green is nearly
complete. There is still a final layer of crushed stone to
be placed and compacted. The Council hopes that
users will be pleased with the work. All the feedback
that we have had has been good.

A project manager from the Lancashire Wildlife Trust has
been appointed to help us take forward the project to
create a permanent pond on the Green. He is preparing a
design and cost estimate so that we can apply for
planning permission and approach grant funding
organisations.

This year we are going to leave part of the Green, at the
west end (the care home end), unmown until late in the
year with a view to turning it into a wild flower meadow.
In this first year we will just leave it and see what
wildflowers might already be there (it hasn't had
weedkiller or fertiliser applied and so there may be some
residual wildflowers). What we have there already will
tell us more about what type of wildflower we need to
import in future if we are to create a meadow that is both
pretty and attractive to wildlife. We expect that some
users might prefer to see the whole green mown and tidy
but let's give it a try.

It is our intention that the Millennium Green paths
should be generally accessible for wheelchair users,
pram pushers and the infirm. The way into the Green is
either through steps, at the Wigan Road end, or from
the car park, which we had assumed was the access for
those who find steps difficult. However, it was pointed
out to us that, for much of the day, it is impossible or
unsafe for those on foot or in wheelchairs etc to get to
the car park, unless in a car, because of all the vehicles
parked in the roadway and on the footpath and that, for
these people, the Green would remain inaccessible.

There is little that we can do about the hospital parking
- the road alongside the hospital to the care home is not
a public road. Together with our contractor, DW
Groundwork, we looked at solutions for overcoming the
difficulty and work will shortly start on a new ramped
access with handrail in the corner of the Green where
the hospital road meets Euxton Hall Gardens. We
decided not to convert the existing stepped access to a
ramp because this would have introduced a long ramp
into the middle of the Green. It was better to keep the
ramp alongside the perimeter fence. We hope that
residents who find it difficult to get about will use of the
new access which will make the Green available to

Other items addressed recently have been the gates, we

have installed new gates to the Green, so the passenger

gate is better and the large gates for the mower access

can be padlocked and kept safely shut; and the fence
corner which was bit by a vehicle has been repaired.

Councillor Mervyn Thornhill

Project Manager for Millennium Green

\

- . .
Vacancy, Parish Councillor

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Euxton
Council and interested residents are invited to write in a
letter of application to the Clerk.

them.

We reported in the last letter that we had to take down
one of our large, mature, and apparently healthy trees
because it was becoming potentially dangerous, due to
disease. We know that the tall bare stump that we
have left has attracted mixed reviews but hope that it

Christmas Event

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Christmas Carols sing-a-
long outside at the War Memorial just before Christmas. It was great
to see so many residents in attendance, especially those with young

families coming along to join in the fun.

Judging by the number of cups of tea and mince pies consumed

afterwards singing is thirsty work!

A special thank you to all those, young and old (including plenty of
Councillors), who got dressed up in Christmas attire, this is

something we will be continuing with next year.

P T w N

up and

To qualify, a person must be a British subject or citizen of the
Irish Republic, over 18 years of age and an elector, must reside
within the parish of Euxton, or within 3 miles of it, or occupy as
owner or tenant any land or premises therein, or have their
principal or only place of work there, and must not be
disqualified from holding off ice as a Councillor (details from the

| hope to see you then!

Councillor Aidy Riggott
All Purposes Committee

Chairman
Left: Councillors Marilyn
] Bamber, Aidy Riggott and

M Katrina Reed making the tea

Top right: Clir Marilyn Bamber
presenting prizes to three
young residents who dressed

Right: the Christmas tree with
singers around, on the night

Clerk). Closing date: March 6th.
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